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Sec. 4. Duties of Heads of Departments
and Agencies. (a) The heads of departments
and agencies shall provide for the labor and
travel costs of their representatives and, to
the extent permitted by law, provide the
Working Group such information and assist-
ance as it needs to implement this order.

(b) To the extent permitted by law and
subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Secretary of Defense shall provide the
Working Group with such administrative and
support services as may be necessary for the
performance of its functions.

Sec. 5. Termination of the Working
Group. Termination of the Working Group.
The Working Group shall terminate 60 days
after the date of the report submitted under
subsection 3(c) of this order.

Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in
this order shall be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect:

(i) authority granted by law to a depart-
ment or agency, or the head thereof;
or

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget relating
to budget, administrative, or legisla-
tive proposals.

(b) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.

(c) This order is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and is not intended to, and does not,
create any right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable at law or in equity
by any party against the United States, its
agencies, instrumentalities, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other
person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 9, 2009.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 13, 2009]

NoOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 14. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 10, 2009

Good morning. This week, I gave my offi-
cial farewell speech to the men and women
of America’s Armed Forces in a ceremony
at Fort Myer, Virginia. For the past 8 years,
I have had no higher honor than serving as
the Commander in Chief of these brave pa-
triots. And when Laura and I depart for
Texas later this month, we will take with us
many inspiring memories of the valor that
we have seen these brave Americans display
time and again.

We saw their valor on September the 11th,
2001, in service members rushing into
smoke-filled corridors to save their col-
leagues at the Pentagon and in planes patrol-
ling the skies above New York City and
Washington, DC.

We saw their valor in the days after that
attack, when Americans crowded into re-
cruiting centers across our country, raised
their hands to serve, and pledged to defend
our people and our freedom.

We saw their valor in the forces who de-
ployed to Afghanistan within weeks of 9/11,
closed down the terrorist training camps, and
drove the Taliban from power.

We saw their valor in the fearless troops
who stormed across the Iraqi desert and de-
stroyed a regime that threatened America.

We saw their valor in battle-tested warriors
who signed up for a second or third or fourth
tour and made the troop surge in Iraq that
I announced 2 years ago today one of the
great successes in American military history.

America’s Armed Forces have liberated
more than 50 million people around the
world and made our Nation safer. They have
taken the fight to the terrorists abroad so that
we have not had to face them here at home.
And the world has seen something that al-
most no one thought possible: More than 7
years after September the 11th, there has not
been another terrorist attack on American
soil. This is no coincidence.

In addition to our military, many other
Americans have worked tirelessly to ensure
our safety in the years since 9/11. Law en-
forcement officials have worked to secure
our country and remained watchful against
future attacks. Intelligence analysts have
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tracked information that allowed us to dis-
rupt terrorist plots before they reached our
shores. And homeland security agents have
worked to secure our ports, our borders, and
our skies.

We owe a debt of gratitude to all of these
patriots. Because of their devotion to service,
many Americans live their lives without the
fear and uncertainty that they felt in the days
just after 9/11. This continued safety has
been a blessing. But we must never allow
it to foster complacency. America still faces
sworn enemies intent on striking our Nation
and our people. And we must remain vigilant
for as long as that threat remains.

I know that our men and women in uni-
form have remained vigilant. These Ameri-
cans answer the call to defend freedom when
it is under attack. They put their lives on the
line to defend democracy and keep our coun-
try safe. And they inspire a nation with their
selflessness and their courage. I am proud
to have served as their Commander in Chief.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 7:55 a.m. on
January 9 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 10.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 9 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at the Commissioning
Ceremony of the USS George H.W.
Bush in Norfolk, Virginia

January 10, 2009

The President. Thank you very much.
Secretary Gates, thank you for your introduc-
tion. I know I speak on behalf of President
41 when I say it has been a privilege for both
of us to serve with this fine and distinguished
man.

I want to thank you all for coming. Laura
and I are thrilled to be here to help commis-
sion an awesome ship and to honor an awe-
some man: President George H.W. Bush.

To prepare for this day, I went back
through some of my father’s letters. I thought
it was especially interesting to read one that
he wrote in the late 1940s. He sent it to a

friend, and here’s what he said; he said: “You
should see Georgie now. Whenever I come
home, he greets me and talks a blue streak,
sentences disjointed of course.” [Laughter]
“He tries to say everything, and the results
are often hilarious.” [Laughter] Some things
do not change. [Laughter]

The aircraft carrier, which we commission
today, may be the Navy’s newest ship, but
she has already had an interesting past. Her
catapult testing took place during an unsea-
sonable cold snap. Her christening was
thrown into chaos by a fierce nor’easter. And
during construction, the shipyard was closed
down because of Hurricane Isabel. So in
keeping with this ship’s short history, I
brought along an equally strong force of na-
ture: my mother. [Laughter]

Mr. Vice President and Lynne, thank you
for joining us. Vice President Cheney has
been a fabulous Vice President of the United
States. Governor Kaine, thank you for your
welcoming remarks. Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice, 1 appreciate you joining
us. Other members of the administration and
their families; the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen; CNO
Gary Roughead; Captain O’Flaherty; other
member of the United States Armed Forces
and their families; shipyard workers and
managers; members of our family who have
joined us; and all the friends of George H.W.
Bush: We are glad you are here.

The story of the USS George H-W. Bush
begins in the early days of World War II,
when our dad enlisted in the United States
Navy. Like many servicemen deployed over-
seas, he was sustained by a girl he loved back
home. From her dorm room, she knitted
socks for him. In remote Pacific atolls, he
collected seashells for her. And when he re-
turned home from war, the first thing he did
was to make her his bride. And for 64 years
ago this week, the love of my father’s life
has been Barbara Bush.

Over the years, our parents have built a
family bound forever by closeness, warmth,
and unconditional love. Jeb, Neil, Marvin,
and Doro and I will always feel blessed to
have had the best father anyone could ever
ask for. We will always be inspired by the
faith, humor, patriotism, and compassion he
taught us through his own example. And for



